the blggest.
;buttemut tree

By JUDITH DUNCAN
‘ Staﬁ' Wnter LRt

f'r&'CHESTER C+H+(S/4) = 337.
¢ ... It's not one of Einstein's long-lost theories, but
. 'a formula that could just prove that the biggest
- butternut tree in the country might be right hctc
: m Chester, Connecticut. ‘
“1t's the formula used by a sort of Guinness Book
4 of big trees - the ‘*National Register of Big
Trees”- to define big trechood.
d It's Circumference in inches {at about four feet
from the ground), plus the Height in feet, plus
one-fourth of the average Spread of the leaf
canopy in feet, adding up to 2 point number
" which big tree enthusiasts use to compa:c trees all
over the country. 7
The Chester tree came in at 337 points. But i lt 's
in a twig-and-twig race with another butternut in
. Eugene, Oregon, listed in the last edition of the -
National Register with 328 points. The Chester -
tree is still growing, and it’s likely the other is too.
The Chester tfee; estimated to be abo;:al}'L '
years old, is in the backyard of Gordon Mary
Wheeler's yellow farmhouse on Kings's Highway.
. When measured on June 17 by Edward Richard-
. son of Glastonbury, a practiced trec measuret
"~ who’s measured over 200 trees in Connecticut, “the
. tree was 19 feet, 10 inches around, 80 feet tall,
x “with an average canopy spread of 76 feet.
= E ‘<“'Butternut heaven,”’ is what Richardson calls

. : . Chester. The town not only has this tree, which is '
Gordorn and Mary Wheeler with their butternut myway the largcst butteraat in the state and in
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 tree, possibly the largest such tree in the country. i ".; (Continued on Page 31) ’
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% that they're I:!oth in yards of fairly old homes and ‘

(Commued from Page 1) B-aA3-F ?

Ncw England but also the second largest buttcr- e
dj ¢ state. That tree is in Bruce Watrous’s
at 60, West Mam Street, o
In i })73 mcasunng the trunk of thc tree m tfl
celers’ _yard was 17 feet §. inches. " - _
"*"In 1987 Glenn Dreyer, dssistant director of ;hc
Connccncut Arbogetum at. - Connecticut Colle, cH
“called Richardson up to ‘ask him to medsure S
e again. "Dreyer. héads the Notable Trees Com-
* mirtee which in 1984 set out to find thc largest
trees in the state in ‘about 200 species..
. Richardson measutes the circumference with a
" tape. Then he steps back 100 fect - if possible -
from the tree, sights.the top through a device call- .
~eda clinometer and reads off the height (if getting
back 100 feet is impossible it takes some extra “
figuring to get the height). To measure the
canopy, he runs the tape beneath the widest
stretch of branches, then measures the width at
right angles, and averages those two figures for the
cano y sprcad The sprcad is dmdcd by four for ...
otmula.

Rlchardson sent thc measurements in to the Na-

National Register. He's not sure when he'll gera . .
tesponse, or when the next edition of the register
-Lomes out,

 tional Forestry Association which makes upthe . - 4 !I '
|

" And, then there’s the maple |
*+The Wheelers’ backyatd also boasts a sugar |
maplc which until recently was listed as the largest
in Connecticut until another near the commuter.
parking lot in the neighborhood of the Norwich g
Sheraton in Norwich measured larger. .

The Wheelers first became aware of that tree’s ‘
~claim to fame in 1969 when ** we couldn’t figure - l
“out what to do with the cub scouts one day so we . |
“had them measure our tree,” Mary Wheeler said. - o
It took five cub scouts and one scoutmaster to \
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-~ _stretch around thc tree. The maplc is cstamatcd at
_ © 246 years old.

The buttcmut trcc is by ‘itself on xhc cdgc of ’_ . -

 brook, which may be why it has grown so la.rgc.
" 4“It has water all year long,”* Mary Wheeler said.
. Also, no nearby trees compete for light. o
' Richardson had no explanation why Chester .-
. should be home to two fargc butternuts, except .

may havc ha some protccuon .

“It’s something - you figurc the maple was here -

when the guys walked off to the Revo
both were here when they went off th

War ... if trees could calk...,”” Mary Wheeler said. - .

ton, and
e Civil -

Some parts of the fireplaces in the Wheelers’

_ house date back to 1695. The chimney includes a ..

* compartment for smoking meat, and a downstairs *
, fireplace fcatures a temovable brick which, Mary.
¥ Wheeler says, could be used 1o let the cool air up
; from the'cellarin summcr"' a sort.of airs Fég)

4‘

_udmg a tl:ﬁ to the polar bear migrations. . - .
. 'But they 2lso enjoy their backyard. ““During

nuttmg season when we have picnics under the S

" buttetnut tree, the squirrels become very irate,
- they chatter up in the tree, and they really tet s

“ know the trees don t bclong to us,”’ Mary thclcr ;

3 laughed. "
“  The butternut is a native tree, Rlchardson smd
; and used to be very popular because the nuts are
- good and nutritious. The wood, he said, is known
" as white walnut. 'It's softer than black walnut -
“and used for fine paneling - if you can ﬁnd trees
_large enough - they’ fe not that common,’ hc
 added. .
The state has two othcr trees that may provc to
be national champions, the sugar maple in Not-
- wich, and a gray bitch in East Windsor. A

* Washingron hawthorn in thc arborctum may be a

COo-winner.
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: Gordon thelcr smd Thcy VlsIICd every state . . . |
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